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Re: ACP-324133-26 - 1st Meeting - Rooaunalaghta Green Energy Project

From Lydia Gurley <Lydia.Gurley@tobin.ie>
Date Thu 5/21/2026 11:03 AM
To SIDS <sids@pleanala.ie>
Cc John Staunton <john.staunton@tobin.ie>

1 attachment (6 MB)
Roo ACP Pre-App Meeting Final.pdf;

Hi Niamh,

Thank you for the information, we have noted concerning the Scoping Report. 

Please find attached a copy of the Presentation for the meeting at 11am on Tuesday the 26th of May.
Can you please confirm receiving the document. As I understand, that is all the information you
require on our end prior to the meeting. 

Thank you. 

Warm Regards,
 
Lydia Gurley, MSc, BSc

Assistant Project Manager
TOBIN
Galway | Dublin | Castlebar | Limerick | Sligo
Telephone: +353 91 565211
Email:         lydia.gurley@tobin.ie
Website:     http://www.tobin.ie
 

                   
 

2024 Engineering Excellence Awards Winner: Environmental Engineering Project of the Year
2022 Engineers Ireland Awards Winner: CPD Employer of the Year
2022 Association of Consulting Engineers of Ireland Awards Winner: Innovation
2020 Association of Consulting Engineers of Ireland Awards Winner: Project Management
2019 Association of Consulting Engineers of Ireland Awards Winner: Design Excellence (Structures)
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Caution: This is an External Email and may have malicious content. Please take care
when clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact the ICT Helpdesk.

“This email is confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, be advised

that you have received this email in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this email is strictly prohibited. If you

have received this email in error please contact the sender and destroy this email. Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author

and do not necessarily represent those of TOBIN. Although this email and any attachments are believed to be free of any virus or other defects,

which might affect any computer or IT system into which they are received, no responsibility is accepted by TOBIN for any loss or damage arising in

any way from the receipt or use thereof”

From: SIDS <sids@pleanala.ie>
Sent: Wednesday 20 May 2026 12:49
To: Lydia Gurley <Lydia.Gurley@tobin.ie>
Cc: John Staunton <john.staunton@tobin.ie>
Subject: RE: ACP-324133-26 - 1st Meeting - Rooaunalaghta Green Energy Project
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links, open attachments or scan QR codes
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Forward unusual emails to spam@tobin.ie for verification.

Dear Lydia,
 
Thank you for sending on the map.
 
We cannot accept the scoping report currently, just to confirm it will not be placed on file or discussed
at the meeting.
 
Kind regards,
Niamh
 
From: Lydia Gurley <Lydia.Gurley@tobin.ie>
Sent: Wednesday 20 May 2026 10:17
To: SIDS <sids@pleanala.ie>
Cc: John Staunton <john.staunton@tobin.ie>
Subject: Re: ACP-324133-26 - 1st Meeting - Rooaunalaghta Green Energy Project
 

 
Hi Niamh,
 
Thank you for inviting those individuals to the meeting. Yes, the map was sent on the 7th of
May. 
 
I have attached a copy of the Scoping Report. We will send the presentation in due course.
Thank you. 
 
Warm Regards,
 
Lydia Gurley, MSc, BSc
Assistant Project Manager
TOBIN
Galway | Dublin | Castlebar | Limerick | Sligo
Telephone: +353 91 565211
Email:         lydia.gurley@tobin.ie
Website:     http://www.tobin.ie
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From: SIDS <sids@pleanala.ie>
Sent: Wednesday 20 May 2026 10:13
To: Lydia Gurley <Lydia.Gurley@tobin.ie>
Cc: John Staunton <john.staunton@tobin.ie>
Subject: RE: ACP-324133-26 - 1st Meeting - Rooaunalaghta Green Energy Project
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links, open attachments or scan QR codes
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Forward unusual emails to spam@tobin.ie for
verification.
 
Hi Lydia,
 
No problem I have issued these invites now.
 
As per my previous email the Inspector has requested that you submit the site location map along
with any other necessary documentation as soon as possible.
 
Kind regards,
Niamh
 
 
From: Lydia Gurley <Lydia.Gurley@tobin.ie>
Sent: Tuesday 19 May 2026 14:50
To: SIDS <sids@pleanala.ie>
Cc: John Staunton <john.staunton@tobin.ie>
Subject: Re: ACP-324133-26 - 1st Meeting - Rooaunalaghta Green Energy Project
 

 
Good afternoon Niamh,
 
Can we please request that the following two experts are added to the meeting.
 



1. Gareth Coughlin (Ecologist) - gareth.coughlin@apemgroup.com 
 

2. Daniel Nestor (Planner) - Daniel.Nestor@tobin.ie  
 
Thank you. 
 
Warm Regards,
 
Lydia Gurley, MSc, BSc
Assistant Project Manager
TOBIN
Galway | Dublin | Castlebar | Limerick | Sligo
Telephone: +353 91 565211
Email:         lydia.gurley@tobin.ie
Website:     http://www.tobin.ie
 

                   
 

2024 Engineering Excellence Awards Winner: Environmental Engineering Project of the Year
2022 Engineers Ireland Awards Winner: CPD Employer of the Year
2022 Association of Consulting Engineers of Ireland Awards Winner: Innovation
2020 Association of Consulting Engineers of Ireland Awards Winner: Project Management
2019 Association of Consulting Engineers of Ireland Awards Winner: Design Excellence (Structures)
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From: SIDS <sids@pleanala.ie>
Sent: Wednesday 6 May 2026 12:27
To: Lydia Gurley <Lydia.Gurley@tobin.ie>
Cc: John Staunton <john.staunton@tobin.ie>
Subject: RE: ACP-324133-26 - 1st Meeting - Rooaunalaghta Green Energy Project
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links, open attachments or scan QR codes
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Forward unusual emails to spam@tobin.ie for
verification.
 
Dear Lydia,
 
I have issued the invite to Cian now.
 
The Inspector has requested that you submit the site location map along with any other necessary
documentation as soon as possible.
 
Kind regards,
Niamh
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You don't often get email from lydia.gurley@tobin.ie. Learn why this is important

Caution: This is an External Email and may have malicious content. Please take care
when clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact the ICT Helpdesk.

From: Lydia Gurley <Lydia.Gurley@tobin.ie>
Sent: Wednesday 6 May 2026 12:03
To: SIDS <sids@pleanala.ie>
Cc: John Staunton <john.staunton@tobin.ie>
Subject: Re: ACP-324133-26 - 1st Meeting - Rooaunalaghta Green Energy Project
 

 

 
Dear Niamh,
 
Perfect, thank you for adding James and John to the meeting. 
 
Can I also request that Cian Doughan of Marcoworks be invited to the meeting;
 
Cian@macroworks.ie 
 
Thank you. 
 
Warm Regards,
 
Lydia Gurley, MSc, BSc
Assistant Project Manager
TOBIN
Galway | Dublin | Castlebar | Limerick | Sligo
Telephone: +353 91 565211
Email:         lydia.gurley@tobin.ie
Website:     http://www.tobin.ie
 

                   
 

2024 Engineering Excellence Awards Winner: Environmental Engineering Project of the Year
2022 Engineers Ireland Awards Winner: CPD Employer of the Year
2022 Association of Consulting Engineers of Ireland Awards Winner: Innovation
2020 Association of Consulting Engineers of Ireland Awards Winner: Project Management
2019 Association of Consulting Engineers of Ireland Awards Winner: Design Excellence (Structures)
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From: SIDS <sids@pleanala.ie>
Sent: Tuesday 5 May 2026 14:36
To: Lydia Gurley <Lydia.Gurley@tobin.ie>
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You don't often get email from lydia.gurley@tobin.ie. Learn why this is important

Caution: This is an External Email and may have malicious content. Please take care
when clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact the ICT Helpdesk.

Cc: John Staunton <john.staunton@tobin.ie>
Subject: RE: ACP-324133-26 - 1st Meeting - Rooaunalaghta Green Energy Project
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links, open attachments or scan QR codes
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Forward unusual emails to spam@tobin.ie for
verification.
 
Dear Lydia,
 
I wish to acknowledge receipt of your email, I have now issued those invites.
 
Kind regards,
Niamh
 
From: Lydia Gurley <Lydia.Gurley@tobin.ie>
Sent: Wednesday 29 April 2026 14:02
To: Niamh Hickey <n.hickey@pleanala.ie>
Cc: John Staunton <john.staunton@tobin.ie>
Subject: ACP-324133-26 - 1st Meeting - Rooaunalaghta Green Energy Project
 

 

 
Good afternoon Niamh,
 
In relation to the Rooaunalaghta Green Energy Project 1st meeting, on May 26th at 11am,
reference number ACP-324133-26, would it be possible to add the following two people to
the meeting.
 
James O'Connor james@woodrow.ie
 
And 
 
John Dillon; john.dillon@tobin.ie
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Warm Regards,
 
Lydia Gurley, MSc, BSc
 
Assistant Project Manager
 
TOBIN
 
Galway | Dublin | Castlebar | Limerick | Sligo
Telephone: +353 91 565211
Email:         lydia.gurley@tobin.ie
Website:     http://www.tobin.ie
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Pre-application 

Consultation 

Meeting with 

An Coimisiún 
Pleanála

26th May 2026



1.  Introductions/ Project Team Representatives

2. Policy Context

3. Project Overview

4. Consultation and Community Engagement

5. Q&A, Discussion

2

AGENDA



1. INTRODUCTION
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PROJECT TEAM

BUILDING WIND ENERGY, POWERING SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

Applicant Agent Supporting Consultants:
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Company/Organization Attendee Project Role

Tobin John Staunton Associate Project Manager & EIAR Lead

Lydia Gurley Assistant Project Manager

Daniel Nestor Senior Planner

John Dillon Hydrology & Geology

Rooaunalaghta Green 

Energy Ltd.
David McDonnell Director

Larry O’Halloran Project Manager 

Alan Costin Assistant Project Manager

Jack O’Keeffe Project Engineer

Project Sub Consultants

MacroWorks Cian Doughan LVIA

APEM Woodrow James O’Connor Ecology & Ornithology

APEM Woodrow Gareth Coughlan Ecology & Ornithology

PROJECT TEAM REPRESENTATIVES



RENEWABLE 
ENERGY 

SPECIALISTS

20+ YEARS 
DEVELOPMENT 

& 
OPERATIONAL 
EXPERIENCE

STRONG TRACK 

RECORD IN 
COMMUNITIES 

ACROSS 
IRELAND

INTEGRITY & 
CARE FOR THE 

LOCAL 
ENVIRONMENT 

IN WEST OF 
IRELAND 

INTEGRITY & 
CARE FOR THE 

LOCAL 
ENVIRONMENT

Greensource Ltd., Rooaunalaghta Green Energy’s parent company, is an innovative Irish 

renewable energy company based in Adare, Co. Limerick which specialises in the development 

of renewable energy projects, working with communities from pre-planning to operation, and 

creating long lasting local partnerships.

ABOUT GREENSOURCE
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OUR COMMITMENT

OUR GOALS

We are committed to a development that is socially 

responsible, with long-standing benefits to the 

community

To secure a clean energy future for the nation of 

Ireland

To provide clean energy for the equivalent of the 

32,500 households from the surrounding townlands



2.  POLICY CONTEXT

BUILDING WIND ENERGY, POWERING SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES



9

NATIONAL POLICY CONTEXT

The proposed development has 
potential to provide 58.5MW of 

renewable electricity or power for 
up to 32,500 homes 

Wind energy provided just 

33% of Ireland's 

energy in 2025 
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REGIONAL POLICY CONTEXT

Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy 2020-2032 - 

Northern and Western Region

The proposed project aligns with regional policy which 

highlights strong potential for renewable energy growth in 

the Northern and Western region 

•Regional Policy Objective 4.16 – 

Key summary: Identify large-scale renewable sites

•Regional Policy Objective 4.17 - 

Key summary: Advance renewable innovation & skills 

•Regional Policy Objective 4.18 – 

Key summary: Support secure renewable supply

KEY MESSAGE
Strong regional support for renewable energy development 
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LOCAL POLICY CONTEXT

Mayo County Development Plan 2022 – 2028 

Site situated in an area designated as 'Tier 2 – Open for 

Consideration’ for wind energy development

KEY POLICY POSITION
Secure, sustainable energy supply is a core priority for Mayo, with 
strong support for renewable energy growth, with wind energy 
identified as an economic opportunity 

TARGET & SUPPORT
Minimum 600MW wind target over plan period considered 
achievable

POLICY SUPPORT
EDO 54: Facilitate renewable energy development (wind / solar / 
ocean) where environmental and amenity impacts are acceptable 

MAYO RENEWABLE WIND ENERGY STRATEGY 2011 – 2020
The site lies within an ‘Open to Consideration’ area under the 
current WES, with a Draft WES also published for public consultation 
and pending finalization.
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LOCAL POLICY CONTEXT



3. PROJECT OVERVIEW

BUILDING WIND ENERGY, POWERING SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES
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PROPOSED SITE LOCATION
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SITE CONSTRAINTS 

The main constraints 

informing the design are as 

follows: 

• Setback buffer of 600m 

from sensitive receptors;

• Hydrological buffer of 

50m from watercourses 

and 10m from land 

drains;

• Archaeological feature 

Buffers in accordance 

with the Zone of 

Notification from the 

NMS;

• Telecoms links passing 

through the site;  and

• Access to the Regional 

and National Road 

Network. 

R334
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

• Site proposed is a 13 No. turbine layout to minimise effects

• 150m tip height, 136m rotor diameter

• Electrical output of 58.5MW

• Therefore, will exceed PDA 7th Schedule threshold of 50MW

• 2 no. temporary construction compounds, 1 no. borrow pit and 1 no. Lidar unit

• Temporary improvements and modifications to public roads to facilitate delivery of 

abnormal loads

• All associated site works and ancillary development including signage

• Three Grid connection options for EIAR (one for planning): 

o 8.8 km 33  kV connection to a proposed loop-in 110kV Substation, and on to existing 
adjacent OH line

o 8.8 km 33kV connection to a proposed tail-fed 110kV Substation, and 3.3 km on to 3rd party 

110kV substation

o 7.1 km 33kV connection direct to 3rd party 110kV substation
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PROPOSED SITE LAYOUT



18

GRID CONNECTION ROUTE
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TURBINE DELIVERY ROUTE
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PROGRESS TO DATE

• Three years of ornithology surveys completed (September 2022 – September 

2025) 

• Bat Surveys completed (2024)

• Baseline desktop and field studies complete

• Archaeology/ Noise/ Hydrology/ Ecology/L&V

• House survey & database

• Cumulative wind farms database

• Aviation and Telecoms Assessment ongoing

• Several Iterations of Wind Farm Layout

• Grid Connection Options Assessment
• Turbine Delivery Route and Construction Haul Route Assessment ongoing
• VP photography captured
• Civil design ongoing
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HYDROLOGY AND HYDROGEOLOGY

• Proposed Wind Farm located on the boundary of the Cong-Robe 

and Lough Corrib-Clare Catchments – primarily in the catchment of 

the Black River a tributary of Lough Corrib

• Proposed grid connection options are located in Lough Corrib-Clare 

Catchments

• No EPA streams on site but drainage channels occur to the south of 

the WF site and overall area is karstified. 

• No karst features within the proposed footprint.

• Water Quality Surveys completed - Q values, Physical and Chemical 

analysis

• Boreholes, Trial pits and geophysics undertaken on site – 

Groundwater level monitoring ongoing 
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SOILS AND GEOLOGY 

• Limestone Pavement, Karst are the main constraints. Karst features and 

limestone pavement avoided as part of the design. Borrow pit located 

near existing third party quarry

• No geological heritage sites within 2 km, No peat on the proposed wind 

farm

• Site Investigation e.g. Trial Pits, Peat Probes, Boreholes and geophysics  

completed

• Geology based on SI comprises Shallow soils overlying weathered 

bedrock and strong competent bedrock with some dolomite. No open 

cavities or karst encountered during SI

• GSI data indicates interbedded bioclastic limestones, shales and 

sandstones. Increase in shale and chert with depth. 

• Shallow slopes on site are generally <1:10

• Soil depths are generally shallow and soil to be reused on site – borrow 

pit 
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BIODIVERSITY AND ORNITHOLOGY

• Project located adjacent to Cloughmoyne SAC, and nearby Lough Corrib SAC, 

and within 20 km of three main SPAs

• Aquatic surveys of receiving environment (2023-24)

✓Water quality and macroinvertebrate sampling

✓Fish habitat assessments targeting suitability for salmonids and lamprey

✓Crayfish surveys and survey for freshwater pearl mussel (Stage 1)

✓Update walkover surveys completed in 2025 to confirm no material change in 

baseline conditions

• Ornithological surveys completed in accordance with NatureScot guidance 

(SNH, 2017 – subsequently superseded by updated NatureScot 2025)

✓ VPs, walkover and species-specific surveys (e.g. hinterland surveys for wintering 

waterbirds and breeding raptor, hen harrier winter roosts, breeding birds, 

including crepuscular/dusk surveys) 

✓ Collision Risk Modelling (CRM) and assessment undertaken using current 

NatureScot guidance (Band, 2024)
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BIODIVERSITY AND ORNITHOLOGY

• Bat surveys completed in line with best practice (e.g. NatureScot et al. 2021, 

Collins, 2023)

✓Habitat suitability and roost assessments (updated 2026)

✓Static bat detector surveys across spring, summer, and autumn (2024)

✓Roost emergence and activity surveys

• Habitat constraints surveys (2024) informed an iterative, constraints-led design 

approach

✓Follow up Annex I habitat assessments (2025)

✓Detailed quadrat surveys (2025)

• Mammal surveys across the wind farm site and proposed  substation with 

particular focus on otter and badger

• Suitability surveys for amphibians and common lizard

• Phase 1 style surveys of GCR and TDR, and surveys for otter at GCR crossings

• Habitat Management Plan (HMP) currently being considered and prepared
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LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL 

• Minimum ZTV radius required is 20 km from the outermost 
turbines of the proposed development.

• The landscape of the site is characterised by relatively 

typical rural land uses and is not contained within any highly 
sensitive landscape designations. The site is located in Policy 
Area 4 within the current Mayo CDP.

• Whilst the site and immediate study area is characterised by 
a sense of openness due to the low stone walls and limited 
vegetation, this can aid in assimilating the overall scale and 
extent of the turbine and reduce any strong sense of 
enclosure.

• One designated scenic view located within the central 
study area (< 5km from the site) with numerous scenic 
designations located within the wider western extent of the 
study area.

• 32 representative viewpoints included for assessment of 
visual effects throughout the 20km study area.

• Cumulative impacts will be assessed in accordance with 
the SNH guidance note for ‘Assessing the cumulative 
impact of onshore wind energy developments’ (SNH 2012).



4. CONSULTATION AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

BUILDING WIND ENERGY, POWERING SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES



• Project of up to 13 No. turbines

• 58.5 MW 

• Grid connection

• EIAR Consultations ongoing.

• Consultation with Mayo & Galway 
County Councils, TII,  NPWS and IFI

EIA SCOPING



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Launching in May, 2026, there will be multiple touchpoints with the local community for 

extensive engagement throughout the pre-planning process.



COMMUNITY BENEFITS

The proposed Rooaunalaghta Green Energy project has the potential to deliver 

significant community and environmental benefits, including supporting local jobs, 

suppliers, and long-term community investment in the surrounding area.



COMMUNITY RESOURCES

Leaflets will be available in print & on the project website. 

Advertising will take place in the Tuam Herald newspaper. 
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SID Determination, Application Type & Design 

Flexibility

SID Determination 
Given that the proposed development will have an output greater than 50 Megawatts, it 

will fall within the development thresholds specified in Class 1 ‘Energy Infrastructure’ of the 

Seventh Schedule of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, which states: 
‘’An installation for the harnessing of wind power for energy production (a wind farm) with 

more than 25 turbines or having a total output greater than 50 megawatts.’’

We anticipate that the project will be submitted to An Coimisiún Pleanála under Section 37E 

of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended), comprising one planning 

application which will include both the wind farm and grid connection elements of the 

project

Design Flexibility
No design flexibility applies to the proposed development, as the turbine specifications are 

fixed and defined for the purposes of this application
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W: www.rooaunalaghtagreenenergy.ie
E: info@rooaunalaghtagreenenergy.ie
P: 061 975 200

W: www.tobin.ie
E: info@tobin.ie
P: 01 8030401

http://www.rooaunalaghtagreenenergy.ie/
mailto:info@craggreenenergy.ie
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Questions/Clarifications

Clarifications:

Submission targeted for Q3/Q4 

No Design Flexibility Sought

Proposed to Submit Wind Farm and Grid as one application under Section 37E

Questions:

Access Track into adjacent Quarry

NIS as a Volume of the EIAR

Site Notice locations

Timeline for SID Determination

 No. of pre-app meetings

 Next meeting - Attendees
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